means of earning my living. Instead of trying to satisfy my ambition, I am trying to rid myself of ambition. For several mouths post I have only felt ambitious once, a fortnight. I hope this will go on improving and I nifty bo quite- peaceful in the ond. I Jim living quite happily in 1'oi tiers, busy writing my thesis on Sensations. Ii I had no ftsar of the examination I should be piirfcutly calm. To think, to co-ordinate ovui's thoughts and to write them down is a delicious thing ; tlio less ono thinks of tlio public the better one is pleased. It is the titta-d-tele of love ; and if 1 could constrain myself to forsake the world, and to Kvo alone with this dear and charming mistress, I think '[ should havo nothing to wish for. I am trying to calm nil my wrtith and all my desires. I Imvc read no newspapers for six months; I never apeak of politics or religion. It used to chagrin mo six months ago, now It pleases mo. I even, in the courso of my studies, avoid thinking of the differences between our Science and that of the reigning party ; I try to abstract myself completely from present things, to live altogether in the world of general ideas, to be no longer an actor but a spectator. Our Masters have lived thus sinco the beginnings of Philosophy. Why should 1 wish for a better tato 1
Not that I am already nuTup^ijs %"1 dirafljjs. The passionate and combative animal that you know bounds in irritation now and then, but I hope to send it to sleep, aven if I have to wake it up, if the day of the great judgment should come.
I told you I had written my theses. I asked M. Simon
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